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Telecommuting? “Jellies” Relieve Work Isolation
Founded three years ago, Amit Gupta, a 25 yr. old Web entrepreneur, started a new type of casual co-working with home-based professionals. Jellies, named after jelly beans, are regularly scheduled gatherings where 10-15 people with laptops gather to work, brainstorm, motivate, and socialize. 
Tony Bacigalupo, is a telecommuting project manager at Desktop Solutions Software, and organizes the New York City Jelly Events for their growing group of 500+ members. “Working from home (alone) can drive you crazy.”  Yahoo recognized the value of Jellies, and in August 2008 agreed to sponsor them on a national basis. They recommend Jellies to their telecommuters   The caveat is to realize that, although the gatherings are casual, trade secrets need to be secured and to be aware that idea-sharing might end up as idea-poaching.                                               Jessica Marquez, Workforce Management, November 2008
HIPAA 2008-2009

Comparing the most recent articles about HIPAA, the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, the general consensus is to follow the original guidelines, to adopt the current modifications, and to be alert to long range trends. From EMR to upgrading to ICD-10 (120,000 codes), changes are coming.

ORIGINAL: Create comprehensive patient-confidentiality policies and procedures. Ensure protected and shielded patient health information – paper, electronic, and conversational. Follow technical and electronic security regulations for records in storage and in transit.  Rehab Management, Fall 2008
MODIFICATIONS:  US Dept of Health and Human Services regulation: patient information can be shared with people close to the patient. Proof of identity is decided by the health service provider. 
2008 MIPPA, Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act, addressed the Medicare payment cut and detailed an incentive program for electronic prescribing. 
FUTURE: 2009 Watch for federal law proposals to combat and strongly punish medical identity theft.

2009 Stark Health IT Bill provides incentive bonus of $40,000 to MDs over 5 yrs. for using health IT. If the system is breached (like selling information), the criminal would have stiff penalties through HIPAA. 

2014.the unofficial goal to have all medical information electronic. HIPAA Compliance Journal, Oct. 2008 
2008 Scientific Advancements.   

PHYSICS Nobel Prizes, the discovery of broken, spontaneous summetry in subatomic particles, and MEDICINE: virus discoveries: human papilloma virus(HPV) and HIV, human immunodeficiency virus, and
CHEMISTRY: fusing green fluorescent protein (GFP) into other proteins allows color tagging and tracking.

BIOLOGY: Found in Tanzania: “sengi”, cat-sized mammal: long, flexible snout, amber body, spindly legs. 
FORENSICS: An electrical charge and fine carbon reveal fingerprints on bullets and bomb fragments.

GENETIC TEST: A retail saliva test reveals 90 DNA predispositions from baldness to Parkinson’s, $399

BOTANY: For agricultural safety a global seed vault in Norway stores native seeds from around the world. 
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