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MEASURING “EMPLOYEE ENGAGEMENT”
The Gallup Organization created a Q-12 survey to identify and measure a worker’s engagement, his enthusiastic loyalty, to his company. Those most engaged drove innovation and moved the company forward. (Non-engaged employees just put in their time to get their pay. The actively disengaged weren’t happy and undermined co-workers.). Among the 1.5 million employees who did the survey, results show a strong correlation between high scores and superior job performance like higher sales growth, better productivity, and customer loyalty. Employees self-rated on a scale of one-to-five, highest.  Give it a try.  
1. Do you know what is expected of you at work?

2. Do you have the materials and equipment you need to do your work right?

3. At work, do you have the opportunity to do what you do best every day?

4. In the last seven days, have you received recognition or praise for doing good work? 

5. Does your supervisor, or someone at work, seem to care about you as a person?
6. Is there someone at work who encourages your development?

7. At work, do your opinions seem to count?

8. Does the mission/purpose of your company make you feel your job is important?

9. Are your associates (fellow employees) committed to doing quality work? 

        10.   Do you have a best friend at work?

        11.   In the last six months, has someone at work talked to you about your progress?

12.  In the last year, have you had opportunities at work to learn and grow?
GAS MILEAGE CREDIT INCREASES

The IRS increased the mileage allowance from $.505/mile to $.585/mile from Jul. 1 – Dec. 31, 2008.  

TORNADOS IN COLORADO? 
Who would have guessed that this summer Windsor, Park County, Castle Rock and Parker would have had tornados? Some of our best weather protection information comes from NOAA, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, tornadoproject.com, and FEMA, Federal Emergency Management Administration.  All agree, “Flying debris causes most of the injuries and fatalities.”  
When there is a tornado warning, a tornado has been spotted or is highly likely. Take measures for your immediate safety.  If in a car with very little or no traffic, drive perpendicular, quickly away from to the tornado’s movement. If in the tornado’s pathway, get out!  Your car can be a missile!  Safely park your vehicle and go into the nearest sturdy building. Stay away from overpasses or bridges.  If outside with no shelter, lie flat in a nearby ditch or depression, away from equipment, cars, debris, power lines, etc. which can be flipped into the ditch. Stay alert to potential flooding. Cover your head with your hands. 
If in a building, move to a non-windowed interior room or basement, huddle under a substantial piece of furniture, and cover yourself with whatever protective material you can find. Avoid areas where the floor above you may weaken with a heavy piece of equipment (refrigerator, piano, waterbed, etc.) Protect your head and body by making yourself into a small ball.
With a little preparation time, pack as if going camping for three days. Prepare with sturdy walking shoes, protective jacket, pants, work gloves, and take a complete change of clothes. Gather your purse/wallet, medications & records, glasses, cash and coins, keys, cell phone, first aid kit, whistles, sanitation/hygiene items, portable radio, flashlights, batteries, tarps, camera. Put bicycle helmets on kids; buckle infants in carseats. Bring blankets or sleeping bags. Put ID on pet collars. Pack non-perishable food, formula, pacifiers, bottled water (1/2 gal/person/day min.), can opener, toys. Tools, pens, paper. Go to a safe interior area.  Keep tuned to your weather station before leaving your protected spot. [image: image2.wmf]
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